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To u s ,  t h e  h oli d a y s  a re  a b ou t  
w a k i n g  u p t o t h e  s u rpri s e  of  
a  s n ow  d a y ,  s le d  ri d e s  a n d  i c y  
s li d e s ,  s t oc k i n g  h a t  h a i r a n d  
w e t  m i t t e n s ,  s w e e t  t re a t s  
a n d  pot lu c k  f e a s t s ,  t w i n k li n g  
li g h t s  a n d  g i f t - w ra ppe d  
d e li g h t s .  B u t  m os t  of  a ll,  t h e  
h oli d a y s  a re  a b ou t  s h a ri n g  
t i m e  w i t h  pe ople  y ou  lov e .

In  t h a t  s pi ri t ,  t h e  X plo r
t e a m  w a n t e d  t o g i v e  y ou  a  
s pe c i a l g i f t  f or t h e  h oli d a y s :  
a  b oa rd  g a m e  t o pla y  w i t h  
y ou r f a m i ly  a n d  f ri e n d s .  
In s t e a d  of  ou r re g u la r li n e u p 
of  s t ori e s ,  w e  pa c k e d  t h e  
m a g a z i n e  f rom  on e  c ov e r 
t o t h e  ot h e r w i t h  pla y i n g  
c a rd s  a n d  a  g a m e  b oa rd .

W e  h ope  X plo r  —  T he  
G am e ! b ri n g s  y ou  j oy .  An d  
w e  h ope  t h a t  i n  b e t w e e n  
g a m e s  a n d  g i f t s  a n d  
g a t h e ri n g s ,  y ou ’ ll f i n d  t i m e  
t o g e t  ou t s i d e .  Na t u re ,  i t s e lf ,  
i s  a  g i f t .  An d  t h e re ’ s  s o 
m u c h  ou t  t h e re  t o Xplor.
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W e  r e c y c l e .   
Y o u  c a n ,  t o o !  S h a r e  
Xplor  w i t h  f r i e n d s .

O N  TH E C O V ER
Ra c c oon
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A RACE TO SURVIVE

Setup
1  Re m ov e  t h e  s t a ple s  f rom  t h e  c e n t e r of  t h e  m a g a z i n e .

2  Cu t  ou t  t h e  Cri t t e r Ca rd s ,  Su rv i v a l Ca rd s ,  Ac t i on  Ca rd s ,  
a n d  i n s t ru c t i on  s h e e t .

3  Ma k e  t h e  g a m e  pi e c e s  b y  f ollow i n g  t h e  s t e ps  on  t h e  
i n s i d e  b a c k  c ov e r.

4  G a t h e r t w o d i c e .  If  y ou  d on ’ t  h a v e  d i c e ,  y ou  c a n  u s e  1 2  c oi n s .  
To “ roll”  t h e  c oi n s ,  g e n t ly  t os s  t h e m  a n d  t h e n  c ou n t  t h e  
n u m b e r of  h e a d s  t o d e t e rm i n e  h ow  m a n y  s pa c e s  t o m ov e .

5  St ore  t h e  c a rd s ,  g a m e  pi e c e s ,  a n d  i n s t ru c t i on s  i n  a 
z i p- t op b a g  s o y ou  d on ’ t  los e  t h e m .

6  G ra b  a g row n - u p t o h e lp y ou  le a rn  h ow  t o pla y .  Af t e r 
y ou  le a rn  t h e  ru le s ,  X plo r  —  T he  G am e ! i s  e a s y !
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Th e  m o n a r c h  a n d  h e r o n
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t roll.

If you’re not one of these critters, 

discard. Your turn has ended.
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Instructions
2  t o  6  play e r s
1 0  m i n u t e s t o  4  ho u r sHow to Win

It ’ s  a ra c e  t o s u r v i v e !  B e  t h e  f i rs t  t o g a t h e r y ou r c ri t t e r ’ s  
f ou r Su rv i v a l Ca rd s  AND re t u rn  t o y ou r h om e  h a b i t a t .

Cri�er Cards
B e f ore  g a m e  pla y  b e g i n s ,  e a c h  pla y e r 
c h oos e s  on e  Cri t t e r Ca rd  ( t h e re  a re  s i x  
i n  t ot a l) .  Y ou r Cri t t e r Ca rd  s h ow s :

X W h i c h  a n i m a l y ou  a re .
X Th e  h om e  h a b i t a t  w h e re  y ou  li v e .
X Th e  Su rv i v a l Ca rd s  ( w a t e r,  f ood ,  m a t e ,  a n d  

n e s t )  y ou  m u s t  c olle c t  t o w i n  t h e  g a m e .
Ra��n

Survival Cards
Ev e ry  a n i m a l n e e d s  w a t e r t o d ri n k ,  
f ood  t o e a t ,  a m a t e ,  a n d  a n e s t  w h e re  
i t s  b a b i e s  c a n  g row .  To w i n  t h e  g a m e ,  
y ou  m u s t  c olle c t  a Su rv i v a l Ca rd  f rom  
e a c h  of  t h e s e  f ou r c a t e g ori e s :

X Water Card  Y ou  m u s t  c olle c t  on e  
w a t e r c a rd .  All of  t h e  w a t e r c a rd s  
look  a li k e ,  s o t h e y  c a n  all b e  u s e d  
b y  an y  c ri t t e r.

X Food Card  Th e re  a re  t h re e  f ood s  
li s t e d  on  y ou r Cri t t e r Ca rd .  Y ou  m u s t  
c olle c t  o n e  of  t h os e  f ood  c a rd s .

X Mate Card  Y ou  m u s t  c olle c t  on e  of  
y ou r c ri t t e r ’ s  m a t e  c a rd s .

X Nest Card  Y ou  m u s t  c olle c t  on e  
of  y ou r c ri t t e r ’ s  n e s t  c a rd s .

Tip: Y ou r f ood ,  m a t e ,  a n d  n e s t  
Su rv i v a l Ca rd s  w i ll h a v e  a pi c t u re  
of  y ou r c ri t t e r on  t h e m .

Food
Persi�onsFood
Persi�ons

Action Cards
Ac t i on  Ca rd s  t e ll y ou  w h a t  h a ppe n s  t o 
y ou r c ri t t e r ( a n d  ot h e r c ri t t e rs )  a s  y ou  pla y  
t h e  g a m e .  W h e n  y ou  d ra w  a n  Ac t i on  Ca rd ,  
i t  m u s t  b e  pla y e d  i m m e d i a t e ly  u n le s s  i t  
h a s  a “ H old  i n  H a n d ”  s y m b ol on  i t  ( s e e  
b e low ) .  W h e n  y ou  pla y  a n  Ac t i on  Ca rd ,  
re a d  i t  ou t  lou d  s o e v e r y on e  c a n  h e a r.

An y  Ac t i on  Ca rd  w i t h  t h i s  s y m b ol 
m a y  b e  pla y e d  a s  s oon  a s  y ou  d ra w  
i t ,  OR i t  m a y  b e  k e pt  i n  y ou r h a n d  
u n t i l y ou  w a n t  t o pla y  or d i s c a rd  i t .

Tip: Som e  Ac t i on  Ca rd s  a pply  on ly  t o t h e  
pla y e r t h a t  d re w  t h e  c a rd .  Ot h e r Ac t i on  
Ca rd s  i n v olv e  s e v e ra l pla y e rs .  Re a d  
c a re f u lly  w h a t ’ s  w ri t t e n  on  t h e  c a rd !

Action Cards

F I G H T O R  F L I G H T

Y o u ’ v e  b e e n  c o r n e r e d  b y  a  p r e d a t o r !1–3: Lose your next roll whileyou struggle to escape.4–6: Flee 8 spaces.

Roll 1
dice.

How to Win
It ’ s  a ra c e  t o s u r v i v e !  B e  t h e  f i rs t  t o g a t h e r y ou r c ri t t e r ’ s  
f ou r Su rv i v a l Ca rd s  AND re t u rn  t o y ou r h om e  h a b i t a t .
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Ra��n
Water

Food     Rob i n  Eg g s ,     Pe rs i m m on s ,  or   Pi z z a

Mate      Another Raccoon
Nest      Tre e  Ca v i t y

      Another Raccoon
Mate      Another Raccoon
Mate      Another Raccoon
MateMate

      Nest      Nest      NestNest

WaterWaterWater
Food     Food     Food     FoodFood

City Park

HOME 
HABITAT

      Another Raccoon
      Another Raccoon

            

or Pi z z a
FoodFoodFoodFood

  
Rob i n  Eg g s ,        

     
Pi z z aPi z z a

     



Prepare to Play
1  Ea c h  pla y e r c h oos e s  a Cri t t e r Ca rd  a n d  i t s  

m a t c h i n g  g a m e  pi e c e .  L ook  on  y ou r Cri t t e r Ca rd  
t o f i n d  y ou r h om e  h a b i t a t .  St a r t  t h e  g a m e  w i t h  
y ou r g a m e  pi e c e  i n  y ou r h om e  h a b i t a t .

2  Se pa ra t e  t h e  Su rv i v a l Ca rd s  f rom  t h e  Ac t i on  
Ca rd s .  Mi x  u p t h e  Su rv i v a l Ca rd s  a n d  d e a l 
f i v e  t o e a c h  pla y e r.

3  Com b i n e  t h e  re m a i n i n g  Su rv i v a l Ca rd s  w i t h  
t h e  Ac t i on  Ca rd s ,  pla c e  a ll of  t h e m  f a c e  d ow n ,  
a n d  m i x  t h e m  u p.

4  De a l t h e  m i x e d - u p c a rd s  on e  a t  a t i m e  a rou n d  
t h e  b oa rd  i n  f a c e - d ow n  pi le s  b e s i d e  e a c h  h a b i t a t .  
W h e n  y ou ’ re  d on e ,  y ou  s h ou ld  h a v e  s i x  pi le s  of  
c a rd s ,  on e  pi le  b e s i d e  e a c h  h a b i t a t .

Tip: Y ou ’ re  a llow e d  t o look  a t  t h e  c a rd s  t h a t  a re  d e a lt  
t o y ou .  If  y ou  a lre a d y  h old  s om e  of  y ou r c ri t t e r ’ s  
Su rv i v a l Ca rd s ,  g re a t !  Now  w ork  t o c olle c t  t h e  re s t .

Tip: For a f a s t e r g a m e ,  re m ov e  t h e  
f ood ,  m a t e ,  a n d  n e s t  Su rv i v a l Ca rd s  
f or c ri t t e rs  t h a t  a re n ’ t  pla y i n g .
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Moving Around the Board
X De c i d e  w h o g oe s  f i rs t .  Th e  f i rs t  pla y e r rolls  

t h e  d i c e  a n d  m ov e s  t h a t  m a n y  s pa c e s .  Th e  
pla y e r t o t h e  le f t  g oe s  n e x t .

X On ly  on e  pla y e r c a n  oc c u py  a s pa c e  on  t h e  
b oa rd .  Y ou  c a n  j u m p ov e r oc c u pi e d  s pa c e s ,  
b u t  y ou  c a n ’ t  s t op t h e re .

X If  y ou  la n d  on  t h e  L EAP s pa c e ,  y ou  m a y  j u m p 
t o t h e  ot h e r L EAP s pa c e .  From  t h e re ,  y ou  m a y  
m ov e  a n y  a d d i t i on a l s pa c e s  le f t  i n  y ou r t u rn .  
( Se e  t h e  e x a m ple  on  t h e  g a m e  b oa rd  a b ov e . )

X Y ou  d on ’ t  n e e d  t o roll t h e  e x a c t  n u m b e r of  
s pa c e s  t o e n t e r a h a b i t a t .

X More  t h a n  on e  pla y e r c a n  b e  i n  t h e  s a m e  h a b i t a t .
X Y ou  m a y  n ot  e n t e r t h e  s a m e  h a b i t a t  t w i c e  i n  a row .

Entering a Habitat
Ea c h  t i m e  y ou  e n t e r a h a b i t a t  —  e v e n  i f  
i t ’ s  t h e  re s u lt  of  a n ot h e r pla y e r ’ s  Ac t i on  
Ca rd  —  y ou  m u s t  d o t h e  f ollow i n g :

X If  y ou  w a n t  t o pla y  a n  Ac t i on  Ca rd  
f rom  y ou r h a n d ,  pla y  i t  f i rs t .  TH EN  …

X Dra w  t h e  t op c a rd  f rom  t h e  h a b i t a t ’ s  
f a c e - d ow n  pi le ,  O R  …

X Colle c t  on e  of  t h e  h a b i t a t ’ s  f a c e - u p 
Su rv i v a l Ca rd s  ( i f  t h e re  a re  a n y ) .

MateMM
Box turtle

Food
Purple coneflower

Leap

Cave Cave Cave Cave

City Park
City Park
City Park
City Park
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m o n a r c h  a n d  h e r o n
m u s t  f l y  s o u t h .  

their next roll.
If you’re not one of these critters, 

discard. Your turn has ended.

M I G R A TIO N  S E A S O N
F I G H T O R  F L I G H T

Y o u ’ v e  b e e n  c o r n e r e d  b y  a  p r e d a t o r !

Lose your next roll whileyou struggle to escape.
4–6: Flee 8 spaces.

Roll 1
dice.

About Those Cards …
Y o u  m a y  k e e p  o n l y  F I V E c a r d s  i n  y o u r  h a n d .  At  t h e  
e n d  of  y ou r t u rn ,  d i s c a rd  s o y ou  h a v e  on ly  f i v e  c a rd s .

X W h e n  y o u  d i s c a r d  a  S u r v i v a l  C a r d ,
pla c e  i t  f a c e  u p b e s i d e  t h e  h a b i t a t  
w h e re  y ou  a re .  Do n ot  s t a c k  t h e m .  
Ot h e r pla y e rs  m a y  c olle c t  t h e s e  Su rv i v a l 
Ca rd s  w h e n  t h e y  g e t  t o t h a t  h a b i t a t .

X A c t i o n  C a r d s  c a n  b e   
p l a y e d  o n l y  o n c e .  Af t e r y ou  
pla y  on e ,  d i s c a rd  i t  f a c e  u p 
i n  on e  of  t h e  “ d e a d ”  pi le s  
loc a t e d  a t  e i t h e r e n d  of  t h e  
g a m e  b oa rd .

X /f an Action Card has a   symbol and 
y ou  d on ’ t  w a n t  t o pla y  i t  or k e e p i t ,  y ou  
m a y  d i s c a rd  i t  i n  t h e  d e a d  pi le  d u ri n g  y ou r 
t u rn .  B u t  i f  a n  Ac t i on  Ca rd  d oe s n ’ t  h a v e  a 
s y m b ol,  y ou  m u s t  f ollow  t h e  i n s t ru c t i on s  
on  t h e  c a rd  —  e v e n  i f  y ou  d on ’ t  li k e  t h e m !

Tip: Pa y  a t t e n t i on  t o Su rv i v a l Ca rd s  t h a t  
ot h e r pla y e rs  d i s c a rd .  Y ou  m i g h t  n e e d  
t h e m  t o w i n  t h e  g a m e !

Leap

Leap
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MonarchBox turtle

Great blue heron Ra��n

Big Brown Bat Bu�frog
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Monarch
H om e  H a b i t a t :  Pra i ri e
Colle c t  on  of  e a c h :
	X W a t e r
	X Food  ( pu rple  c on e f low e r,  pra i ri e  b la z i n g  s t a r,  or s h ow y  g old e n rod )
	X Ma t e  ( a n ot h e r m on a rc h )
	X Ne s t  ( c om m on  m i lk w e e d )

Box Turtle
H om e  H a b i t a t :  Fore s t
Colle c t  on  of  e a c h :
	X W a t e r
	X Food  ( m ore ls ,  e a r t h w orm ,  or b la c k b e rri e s )
	X Ma t e  ( a n ot h e r b ox  t u r t le )
	X Ne s t  ( loos e  s oi l i n  t h e  w ood s )

Raccoon
H om e  H a b i t a t :  Ci t y  Pa rk
Colle c t  on  of  e a c h :
	X W a t e r
	X Food  ( rob i n  e g g s ,  pe rs i m m on s ,  or pi z z a )
	X Ma t e  ( a n ot h e r ra c c oon )
	X Ne s t  ( t re e  c a v i t y )

Great Blue Heron
H om e  H a b i t a t :  W e t la n d
Colle c t  on  of  e a c h :
	X W a t e r
	X Food  ( c a t f i s h ,  g re e n  s u n f i s h ,  or n ort h e rn  w a t e rs n a k e )
	X Ma t e  ( a n ot h e r g re a t  b lu e  h e ron )
	X Ne s t  ( rook e ry  i n  a s y c a m ore )

Bullfrog
H om e  H a b i t a t :  St re a m
Colle c t  on  of  e a c h :
	X W a t e r
	X Food  ( d ra g on f ly ,  w a t e r s t ri d e r,  or c ra y f i s h )
	X Ma t e  ( a n ot h e r b u llf rog )
	X Ne s t  ( c a lm  pool i n  a s t re a m )

Big Brown Bat
H om e  H a b i t a t :  Ca v e
Colle c t  on  of  e a c h :
	X W a t e r
	X Food  ( s t ra i g h t - li n e d  t i g e r m ot h ,  m os q u i t o,  or m a y  b e e t le )
	X Ma t e  ( a n ot h e r b i g  b row n  b a t )
	X Ne s t  ( c a v e )

Cri�
er Cards
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Big  
Brown Bat

Water
Food      St ra i g h t - L i n e d  Ti g e r Mot h ,   
  Mos q u i t o,  or   Ma y  B e e t le

Mate      Another Big Brown Bat

Nest       Ca v e

Mate      Another Big Brown BatMate      Another Big Brown BatMateMate
Nest       Nest       NestNest

WaterWaterWater
Food      Food      Food      FoodFood

Cave

HOME 
HABITAT

       Ca v e       

      Another Big Brown Bat      Another Big Brown Bat

            
Mos q u i t o,  or 

Food
  

St ra i g h t - L i n e d  Ti g e r Mot h ,   
Mos q u i t o,  or Ma y  B e e t le  

CO
LL

EC
T 

O
N

E 
O

F 
EA

CH

Bu�frog
Water
Food      Dra g on f ly ,    W a t e r St ri d e r,   
or     Cra y f i s h

Mate      Another Bullfrog

Nest      Ca lm  Pool i n  a  St re a m

Mate      Another BullfrogMate      Another BullfrogMateMate
Nest      Nest      NestNest

WaterWaterWater
FoodFoodFood

Bu�frogBu�frogBu�frogBu�frog
Stream

HOME 
HABITAT

      Ca lm  Pool i n  a  St re a m      

Cra y f i s h

      Another Bullfrog      Another Bullfrog      Another Bullfrog

or     Cra y f i s h
      FoodFoodFoodFood      Food      Food      FoodFoodFood      Food

   
Food Dra g on f ly ,  W a t e r St ri d e r,     Dra g on f ly ,  

Cra y f i s h
      

Cra y f i s h
            

CO
LL

EC
T 

O
N

E 
O

F 
EA

CH

Ra��n
Water
Food     Rob i n  Eg g s ,     Pe rs i m m on s ,  
or   Pi z z a

Mate      Another Raccoon

Nest      Tre e  Ca v i t y

      Another RaccoonMate      Another RaccoonMate      Another RaccoonMateMate
Nest      Nest      NestNest

WaterWaterWater
Food     Food     Food     FoodFood

City Park

HOME 
HABITAT

Water

      Another Raccoon      Another Raccoon

      Tre e  Ca v i t y      

or Pi z z a

Mate

FoodFoodFoodFood
  

   Pe rs i m m on s ,          
Pi z z aPi z z a

     

CO
LL

EC
T 

O
N

E 
O

F 
EA

CH
Great  

Blue Heron
Water
Food      Ca t f i s h ,     G re e n  Su n f i s h ,  
or   Nort h e rn  W a t e rs n a k e

Mate      Another Great Blue Heron

Nest       Rook e ry  i n  a  Sy c a m ore

Mate      Another Great Blue HeronMate      Another Great Blue HeronMateMate
NestNest       Nest       NestNest

WaterWater
FoodFood

Wetland

HOME 
HABITAT

      Another Great Blue Heron      Another Great Blue Heron      Another Great Blue Heron

       Rook e ry  i n  a  Sy c a m ore       Nest       Nest              

  
      FoodFoodFoodFood      Food      Food      FoodFoodFood      Food

Nort h e rn  W a t e rs n a k e  
   G re e n  Su n f i s h ,  

Nort h e rn  W a t e rs n a k e
   Ca t f i s h ,  

Nort h e rn  W a t e rs n a k e
      

Nort h e rn  W a t e rs n a k e
                  

CO
LL

EC
T 

O
N

E 
O

F 
EA

CH

Monarch
Water
Food     Purple Coneflower,   Prairie 
Blazing Star, or   Showy Goldenrod

Mate      Another Monarch

Nest        Common Milkweed

Mate      Another MonarchMate      Another MonarchMateMate
Nest        Common MilkweedNest        Common MilkweedNestNest

WaterWater
Food     Purple Coneflower,   Prairie Food     Purple Coneflower,   Prairie FoodFood

Prairie

HOME 
HABITAT

      Another Monarch      Another Monarch

        Common Milkweed        Common Milkweed

     Purple Coneflower,   Prairie 
Blazing Star, or   Showy Goldenrod

     Purple Coneflower,   Prairie 
Blazing Star, or   Showy Goldenrod

     Purple Coneflower,   Prairie 
Blazing Star, or   Showy Goldenrod

     Purple Coneflower,   Prairie 
Blazing Star, or   Showy Goldenrod

     Purple Coneflower,   Prairie 
Blazing Star, or   Showy GoldenrodBlazing Star, or   Showy Goldenrod

     Purple Coneflower,   Prairie      Purple Coneflower,   Prairie      Purple Coneflower,   Prairie      Purple Coneflower,   Prairie      Purple Coneflower,   Prairie 
Blazing Star, or   Showy Goldenrod

     Purple Coneflower,   Prairie 
Blazing Star, or   Showy Goldenrod

     Purple Coneflower,   Prairie 
Blazing Star, or   Showy Goldenrod

     Purple Coneflower,   Prairie      Purple Coneflower,   Prairie      Purple Coneflower,   Prairie      Purple Coneflower,   Prairie      Purple Coneflower,   Prairie 

CO
LL

EC
T 

O
N

E 
O

F 
EA

CH

Box Turtle
Water
Food      Morels,    Earthworm, 
or    Blackberries

Mate      Another Box Turtle

Nest       Loose Soil in the Woods

Mate      Another Box TurtleMate      Another Box TurtleMateMate
Nest       Loose Soil in the WoodsNest       Loose Soil in the WoodsNestNest

WaterWater
Food      Morels,    Earthworm, Food      Morels,    Earthworm, Food      Morels,    Earthworm, FoodFood

Forest

HOME 
HABITAT

      Another Box Turtle      Another Box Turtle      Another Box Turtle

       Loose Soil in the Woods       Loose Soil in the Woods

      Morels,    Earthworm,       Morels,    Earthworm, 
or    Blackberries

      Morels,    Earthworm,       Morels,    Earthworm, 
or    Blackberries

      Morels,    Earthworm, 
or    Blackberries
FoodFoodFoodFood      Morels,    Earthworm, Food      Morels,    Earthworm, Food      Morels,    Earthworm, FoodFoodFood      Morels,    Earthworm, Food      Morels,    Earthworm, 
or    Blackberries

      Morels,    Earthworm, 
or    Blackberriesor    Blackberries

      Morels,    Earthworm, 
or    Blackberries

      Morels,    Earthworm, 
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Mate
Ra��n
M

Nest
Co�on milkw�d

Mate
Monarch

MateM
Box turtle

Nest
L�se soil in the w�ds Nest

Tr� cavity

Nest
Calm p�l in a stream

Mate
Big Brown Bat
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Nest
R�kery in a sycamore Nest

Cave
Nest

Mate
Great blue heron Mate

Bu�frog

Survival Cards
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Mate
Ra��n
M

Nest
Co�on milkw�d

Mate
Monarch

MateM
Box turtle

Nest
L�se soil in the w�ds Nest

Tr� cavity

Nest
Calm p�l in a stream

Mate
Big Brown Bat

Nest
R�kery in a sycamore Nest

Cave
Nest

Mate
Great blue heron Mate

Bu�frog

Survival Cards

Ra��n
Where  Ra c c oon s  pre f e r w ood e d  
h a b i t at s  n e a r w at e r.  Th e y  a ls o li v e  i n  
c i t i e s  an d  t ow n s .  Th e y  m a k e  d e n s  i n  
h ollow  t re e s ,  a b a n d on e d  w ood c h u c k  
b u rrow s ,  a n d  u n u s e d  b u i ld i n g s .

When  Mi s s ou ri ’ s  m a s k e d  b a n d i t s  
a re  a c t i v e  a ll y e a r,  b u t  of t e n  h ole  u p 
i n  d e n s  d u ri n g  c old  s pe lls .  Ra c c oon s  
a re  n oc t u rn a l ( a c t i v e  a t  n i g h t ) .

Menu  Ra c c oon s  e at  a n y t h i n g  t h e y  
c a n  g e t  t h e i r a g i le  li t t le  pa w s  on ,  
i n c lu d i n g  s m a ll an i m a ls ,  i n s e c t s ,  
e g g s ,  f ru i t s ,  a n d  c orn .  Th e y  c a n  b e  a 
n u i s a n c e  i f  t h e y  s c at t e r t ra s h  f rom  
b i n s  w h i le  look i n g  f or f ood .

Family Facts  
Ma m a ra c c oon s  
g i v e  b i r t h  t o t h re e  
or f ou r b a b i e s  i n  Apri l 
or Ma y .  Mom  s pe n d s  
t h e  s u m m e r t e a c h i n g  h e r 
k i t s  h ow  t o c li m b  t re e s ,  
f i n d  f ood ,  a n d  e s c ap e  f rom  
pre d at ors .  B y  f a ll,  m os t  
k i t s  a re  s m a r t  e n ou g h  t o 
f e n d  f or t h e m s e lv e s ,  
b u t  t h e y  u s u a lly   
s t a y  w i t h  m om  
u n t i l s pri n g .

A ra c c oon ’ s  pa w  h a s  m ore  n e r v e  e n d i n g s  
t h an  a h u m a n ’ s  h a n d .  Ra c c oon s  u s e  t h e i r 

s e n s i t i v e  d i g i t s  t o f e e l f or f ood  i n  m u rk y  
w at e r,  u n z i p b a c k pa c k s ,  a n d  ope n  t ra s h  c a n  li d s .

Bu
frog
Where  B u llf rog s  ar e  

f ou n d  i n  m a rs h e s ,  pon d s ,  a n d  
s t re a m s  t h rou g h ou t  Mi s s ou ri .

When  B u llf rog s  ar e  a c t i v e  f rom  
m i d - Ma rc h  t h rou g h  Oc t ob e r.  In  

w i n t e r,  t h e y  b u rrow  i n t o m u d  at  t h e  
b ot t om  of  a s t re a m  or pon d .  B u llf rog s  

re s t  d u ri n g  t h e  d a y  a n d  s e a rc h  f or f ood  
a n d  m at e s  at  n i g h t .

Menu  A h u n g r y  b u llf rog  w i ll e at  n e a rly  
a n y  c ri t t e r i t  c an  c ra m  i n s i d e  i t s  

c a v e rn ou s  m ou t h ,  i n c lu d i n g  i n s e c t s ,  
c ra y f i s h ,  f i s h ,  s m a ll s n a k e s ,  ot h e r 

f rog s ,  b i rd s ,  a n d  rod e n t s .

Family Facts   
In  J u n e  a n d  J u ly ,  m a m a 
b u llf rog s  la y  a j e lly - li k e  
g lob  of  ov e r 1 0 , 0 0 0  
t i n y  e g g s  t h at  f loat  on  
t h e  w at e r ’ s  s u r f a c e .  
In  a b ou t  f i v e  d a y s ,  
t h e  e g g s  h at c h  i n t o 
c h u b b y  t a d pole s .  Th e  
t a d pole s  e at  a lg a e  a n d  
g row  q u i c k ly .  Ab ou t  a 
y e a r lat e r,  t h e y  g row  
le g s  an d  t u rn  i n t o a i r-
b re at h i n g  a d u lt s .

W h e n  s t a r t le d ,  y ou n g  b u llf rog s  y e lp as  
t h e y  h op t o s a f e t y .  To at t ra c t  a m at e ,  

a d u lt  m a le s  m a k e  c a lls  t h at  s ou n d  li k e  
lou d ,  ru m b li n g  b u rps .  Th e  lov e  b u rps  c a n  

b e  h e a rd  h a lf  a m i le  a w a y .

Big 
Brown Bat

Where  Mi s s ou ri  h a s  
ov e r a d oz e n  k i n d s  of  

b at s .  B i g  b row n s  ar e  f ou n d  
s t at e w i d e  i n  h ollow  t re e s ,  

c h i m n e y s ,  a n d  c a v e s .

When  Ma n y  b at s  h i b e rn at e  
d u ri n g  w i n t e r.  Ot h e rs  m i g rat e  

s ou t h  t o e s c a pe  t h e  c old .  W h e n  
i n s e c t s  re t u rn  i n  s pri n g ,  s o d o b at s .  

B at s  ar e  n oc t u rn a l ( a c t i v e  a t  n i g h t ) .

Menu  B at s  e at  i n s e c t s  li k e  
b e e t le s ,  f li e s ,  a n d  m ot h s .  Th e y  

u s e  t h e i r w i n g s  li k e  c at c h e r ’ s  
m i t t s  t o b a g  b u g s  i n  m i d a i r.

Family Facts   
In  J u n e ,  m a m a b i g  
b row n  b at s  g i v e  b i r t h  t o 
on e  ( ra re ly  t w o)  b a b i e s .  
Ne w b orn  pu ps  ar e  b li n d ,  
h a i rle s s ,  a n d  h e lple s s .  
Mom s  f e e d  t h e i r pu ps  
m i lk ,  a n d  t h e  li t t le  
s q u e a k e rs  g row  q u i c k ly .  
In  a b ou t  a m on t h ,  pu ps  
a re  a b le  t o f ly  a n d  c at c h  
b u g s  on  t h e i r ow n .

To n a v i g at e  at  n i g h t ,  b at s  “ s e e ”  w i t h  
s ou n d .  A b at  e m i t s  h i g h - pi t c h e d  s q u e a k s  

t h at  e c h o of f  ob j e c t s .  B y  li s t e n i n g  t o t h e  
e c h oe s ,  a b at  f orm s  a pi c t u re  i n  i t s  b at t y  

b ra i n  of  i t s  s u rrou n d i n g s .



Ra��n
Where  Ra c c oon s  pre f e r w ood e d  
h a b i t at s  n e a r w a t e r.  Th e y  a ls o li v e  i n  
c i t i e s  an d  t ow n s .  Th e y  m a k e  d e n s  i n  
h ollow  t re e s ,  a b a n d on e d  w ood c h u c k  
b u rrow s ,  a n d  u n u s e d  b u i ld i n g s .

When  Mi s s ou ri ’ s  m a s k e d  b a n d i t s  
a re  a c t i v e  a ll y e a r,  b u t  of t e n  h ole  u p 
i n  d e n s  d u ri n g  c old  s pe lls .  Ra c c oon s  
a re  n oc t u rn a l ( a c t i v e  a t  n i g h t ) .

Menu  Ra c c oon s  e at  a n y t h i n g  t h e y  
c a n  g e t  t h e i r a g i le  li t t le  pa w s  on ,  
i n c lu d i n g  s m a ll an i m a ls ,  i n s e c t s ,  
e g g s ,  f ru i t s ,  a n d  c orn .  Th e y  c a n  b e  a 
n u i s a n c e  i f  t h e y  s c at t e r t ra s h  f rom  
b i n s  w h i le  look i n g  f or f ood .

Family Facts  
Ma m a ra c c oon s  
g i v e  b i r t h  t o t h re e  
or f ou r b a b i e s  i n  Apri l 
or Ma y .  Mom  s pe n d s  
t h e  s u m m e r t e a c h i n g  h e r 
k i t s  h ow  t o c li m b  t re e s ,  
f i n d  f ood ,  a n d  e s c ap e  f rom  
pre d at ors .  B y  f a ll,  m os t  
k i t s  a re  s m a r t  e n ou g h  t o 
f e n d  f or t h e m s e lv e s ,  
b u t  t h e y  u s u a lly   
s t a y  w i t h  m om  
u n t i l s pri n g .

A ra c c oon ’ s  pa w  h a s  m ore  n e r v e  e n d i n g s  
t h an  a h u m a n ’ s  h a n d .  Ra c c oon s  u s e  t h e i r 

s e n s i t i v e  d i g i t s  t o f e e l f or f ood  i n  m u rk y  
w at e r,  u n z i p b a c k pa c k s ,  a n d  ope n  t ra s h  c a n  li d s .

Bu
frog
Where  B u llf rog s  ar e  

f ou n d  i n  m a rs h e s ,  pon d s ,  a n d  
s t re a m s  t h rou g h ou t  Mi s s ou ri .

When  B u llf rog s  ar e  a c t i v e  f rom  
m i d - Ma rc h  t h rou g h  Oc t ob e r.  In  

w i n t e r,  t h e y  b u rrow  i n t o m u d  at  t h e  
b ot t om  of  a s t re a m  or pon d .  B u llf rog s  

re s t  d u ri n g  t h e  d a y  a n d  s e a rc h  f or f ood  
a n d  m at e s  at  n i g h t .

Menu  A h u n g r y  b u llf rog  w i ll e at  n e a rly  
a n y  c ri t t e r i t  c an  c ra m  i n s i d e  i t s  

c a v e rn ou s  m ou t h ,  i n c lu d i n g  i n s e c t s ,  
c ra y f i s h ,  f i s h ,  s m a ll s n a k e s ,  ot h e r 

f rog s ,  b i rd s ,  a n d  rod e n t s .

Family Facts   
In  J u n e  a n d  J u ly ,  m a m a 
b u llf rog s  la y  a j e lly - li k e  
g lob  of  ov e r 1 0 , 0 0 0  
t i n y  e g g s  t h at  f loat  on  
t h e  w at e r ’ s  s u r f a c e .  
In  a b ou t  f i v e  d a y s ,  
t h e  e g g s  h at c h  i n t o 
c h u b b y  t a d pole s .  Th e  
t a d pole s  e at  a lg a e  a n d  
g row  q u i c k ly .  Ab ou t  a 
y e a r lat e r,  t h e y  g row  
le g s  an d  t u rn  i n t o a i r-
b re at h i n g  a d u lt s .

W h e n  s t a r t le d ,  y ou n g  b u llf rog s  y e lp as  
t h e y  h op t o s a f e t y .  To at t ra c t  a m at e ,  

a d u lt  m a le s  m a k e  c a lls  t h at  s ou n d  li k e  
lou d ,  ru m b li n g  b u rps .  Th e  lov e  b u rps  c a n  

b e  h e a rd  h a lf  a m i le  a w a y .

Big 
Brown Bat

Where  Mi s s ou ri  h a s  
ov e r a d oz e n  k i n d s  of  

b at s .  B i g  b row n s  ar e  f ou n d  
s t at e w i d e  i n  h ollow  t re e s ,  

c h i m n e y s ,  a n d  c a v e s .

When  Ma n y  b at s  h i b e rn at e  
d u ri n g  w i n t e r.  Ot h e rs  m i g rat e  

s ou t h  t o e s c a pe  t h e  c old .  W h e n  
i n s e c t s  re t u rn  i n  s pri n g ,  s o d o b at s .  

B at s  ar e  n oc t u rn a l ( a c t i v e  a t  n i g h t ) .

Menu  B at s  e at  i n s e c t s  li k e  
b e e t le s ,  f li e s ,  a n d  m ot h s .  Th e y  

u s e  t h e i r w i n g s  li k e  c at c h e r ’ s  
m i t t s  t o b a g  b u g s  i n  m i d a i r.

Family Facts   
In  J u n e ,  m a m a b i g  
b row n  b at s  g i v e  b i r t h  t o 
on e  ( ra re ly  t w o)  b a b i e s .  
Ne w b orn  pu ps  a re  b li n d ,  
h a i rle s s ,  a n d  h e lple s s .  
Mom s  f e e d  t h e i r pu ps  
m i lk ,  a n d  t h e  li t t le  
s q u e a k e rs  g row  q u i c k ly .  
In  a b ou t  a m on t h ,  pu ps  
a re  a b le  t o f ly  a n d  c at c h  
b u g s  on  t h e i r ow n .

To n a v i g at e  at  n i g h t ,  b at s  “ s e e ”  w i t h  
s ou n d .  A b at  e m i t s  h i g h - pi t c h e d  s q u e a k s  

t h at  e c h o of f  ob j e c t s .  B y  li s t e n i n g  t o t h e  
e c h oe s ,  a b at  f orm s  a pi c t u re  i n  i t s  b at t y  

b ra i n  of  i t s  s u rrou n d i n g s .
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Cri�er Profiles
Box Turtle
Where: Tw o s pe c i e s  of  b ox  t u r t le s  c ra w l a c ros s  Mi s s ou ri .  Ea s t e rn  b ox  
t u r t le s  ( s om e t i m e s  c a lle d  “ t h re e - t oe d  b ox  t u r t le s ” )  li v e  i n  f ore s t s .  Orn at e  
b ox  t u r t le s  pre f e r pra i ri e s .

When: B ox  t u r t le s  ar e  a c t i v e  f rom  Apri l t h rou g h  Oc t ob e r.  In  t h e  f a ll,  t h e y  
d i g  a s h al low  h ole  a n d  s le e p t h rou g h  t h e  w i n t e r.

Menu: In s e c t s  m a k e  u p a la rg e  pa rt  of  a b ox  t u r t le ’ s  d i e t .  Th e y  a ls o e at  
e a r t h w orm s ,  s n a i ls ,  b e rri e s ,  a n d  m u s h room s .

Family Facts: In  Ma y  a n d  J u n e ,  m a m a b ox  t u r t le s  d i g  a s h a llow  n e s t  i n  
loos e  s oi l an d  la y  t w o t o e i g h t  e g g s  i n s i d e .  Mom  c a re f u lly  c ov e rs  t h e  e g g s  
w i t h  s oi l,  a n d  t h e n  s h e  le a v e s .  Ab ou t  t h re e  m on t h s  lat e r,  b a b y  t u r t le s  
e m e rg e  f rom  t h e  d i r t .  W a rm e r n e s t s  u s u a lly  prod u c e  g i rl t u r t le s .  Coole r 
n e s t s  u s u a lly  prod u c e  b oy s .

Strange but True: A b ox  t u r t le  h a s  a h i n g e  on  i t s  low e r s h e ll t h at  le t s  
i t  pu ll i n  i t s  h e a d  an d  le g s ,  a n d  c los e  t h e  s h e ll t i g h t .  B ox  t u r t le s  a re  t h e  
on ly  t u r t le s  i n  Mi s s ou ri  t h at  c an  s e a l t h e m s e lv e s  u p li k e  a b ox .

Monarch
Where: Mon a rc h s  f lu t t e r a c ros s  pra i ri e s ,  pa rk s ,  a n d  w e t la n d s .  If  y ou  
f i n d  m i lk w e e d ,  a le a f y  pla n t  w i t h  s t i c k y  w h i t e  s a p,  y ou ’ ll li k e ly  f i n d  
m on a rc h s .

When: L ook  f or m on a rc h s  f rom  Ma y  t h rou g h  Se pt e m b e r.  In  t h e  
f a ll,  t h e y  f ly  t h ou s an d s  of  m i le s  s ou t h  t o s pe n d  w i n t e r i n  Me x i c o.

Menu: As  c at e rpi lla rs ,  m on a rc h s  e at  n ot h i n g  b u t  m i lk w e e d .  On c e  t h e y  
t u rn  i n t o b u t t e r f li e s ,  t h e y  s i p n e c t a r f rom  a v a ri e t y  of  f low e rs .

Family Facts: Mam a m on a rc h s  la y  h u n d re d s  of  t i n y  e g g s  on  m i lk w e e d  
le a v e s .  In  ab ou t  f ou r d a y s ,  c om m a - s i z e d  c at e rpi lla rs  h at c h  ou t .  Th e  
c at e rpi lla rs  e at  a n d  e at ,  a n d  g e t  b i g g e r a n d  b i g g e r.  In  ab ou t  t w o w e e k s ,  
t h e y  f orm  j e w e l- g re e n  c h r y s a li s e s .  Tw o w e e k s  a f t e r t h at ,  s t ri k i n g  ora n g e -
a n d - b la c k  b u t t e r f li e s  e m e rg e .

Strange but True: Mi lk w e e d  i s  poi s on ou s .  Eat i n g  i t  d oe s n ’ t  h a rm  
m on a rc h  c at e rpi lla rs ,  b u t  t h e  m ore  t h e y  m u n c h ,  t h e  m ore  t ox i c  t h e y  t u rn .  
As  b u t t e r f li e s ,  t h e y ’ re  s o poi s on ou s ,  i f  a b i rd  e at s  on e ,  t h e  b i rd  of t e n  
t h row s  u p.

Great Blue Heron
Where: G re at  b lu e  h e ron s  ar e  f ou n d  w a d i n g  t h rou g h  m a rs h e s ,  s low  
ri v e rs ,  a n d  t h e  e d g e s  of  la k e s .

When: H e ron s  a re  c om m on  f rom  s pri n g  t h rou g h  f a ll.  Mos t  f ly  s ou t h  
f or w i n t e r,  b u t  a f e w  s t a y  i n  Mi s s ou ri  i n  ar e a s  w h e re  w at e r re m a i n s  
u n f roz e n .

Menu: Fi s h  f orm  t h e  b u lk  of  a  h e ron ’ s  d i e t ,  b u t  h e ron s  w i ll e at  n e a rly  
a n y  s m a ll a q u at i c  a n i m a l,  i n c lu d i n g  f rog s ,  c ra y f i s h ,  s m a ll s n a k e s ,  a n d  
rod e n t s .

Family Facts: Mom  a n d  pop h e ron  b u i ld  a n e s t  n e a r ot h e r h e ron s .  A 
n e s t i n g  n e i g h b orh ood ,  c a lle d  a  rook e ry ,  c a n  c on t a i n  h u n d re d s  of  n e s t s .  
Ma m a h e ron s  la y  3  t o 6  e g g s ,  a n d  b ot h  pa re n t s  s i t  on  t h e  e g g s  an d  c a re  
f or t h e  y ou n g  on c e  t h e y  h at c h  ( i t  t a k e s  ab ou t  2 7  d a y s ) .

Strange but True: W h e n  a  h u n g r y  h e ron  s pi e s  a f i s h  …  Splash! It  
j a b s  i t s  s pe ar - li k e  b e a k  i n t o t h e  w at e r.  Th ou g h  c at c h i n g  d i n n e r i s  e a s y ,  
s w a llow i n g  i t  c a n  b e  a pa i n  i n  t h e  n e c k .  H e ron s  h a v e  b e e n  k n ow n  t o c h ok e  
t o d e at h  w h e n  t h e y  g u lp f i s h  t h at  a re  t oo b i g  f or t h e i r s k i n n y  t h roat s .

Ra��n
Where: Ra c c oon s  pre f e r w ood e d  h a b i t at s  n e a r w at e r.  Th e y  a ls o 
li v e  i n  c i t i e s  an d  t ow n s .  Th e y  m a k e  d e n s  i n  h ollow  t re e s ,  a b a n d on e d  
w ood c h u c k  b u rrow s ,  a n d  u n u s e d  b u i ld i n g s .

When: Mi s s ou ri ’ s  m a s k e d  b a n d i t s  ar e  a c t i v e  a ll y e a r,  b u t  of t e n  h ole  
u p i n  d e n s  d u ri n g  c old  s pe lls .  Ra c c oon s  ar e  n oc t u rn a l ( a c t i v e  a t  n i g h t ) .

Menu: Ra c c oon s  e at  a n y t h i n g  t h e y  c a n  g e t  t h e i r a g i le  li t t le  pa w s  on ,  
i n c lu d i n g  s m a ll an i m a ls ,  i n s e c t s ,  e g g s ,  f ru i t s ,  a n d  c orn .  Th e y  c a n  b e  a 
n u i s a n c e  i f  t h e y  s c at t e r t ra s h  f rom  b i n s  w h i le  look i n g  f or f ood .

Family Facts: Mam a ra c c oon s  g i v e  b i r t h  t o t h re e  or f ou r b a b i e s  i n  
Apri l or Ma y .  Mom  s pe n d s  t h e  s u m m e r t e a c h i n g  h e r k i t s  h ow  t o c li m b  
t re e s ,  f i n d  f ood ,  a n d  e s c a pe  f rom  pre d at ors .  B y  f a ll,  m os t  k i t s  ar e  
s m a r t  e n ou g h  t o f e n d  f or t h e m s e lv e s ,  b u t  t h e y  u s u a lly  s t a y  w i t h  m om  
u n t i l s pri n g .

Strange but True: A ra c c oon ’ s  pa w  h a s  m ore  n e r v e  e n d i n g s  t h a n  
a h u m a n ’ s  h a n d .  Ra c c oon s  u s e  t h e i r s e n s i t i v e  d i g i t s  t o f e e l f or f ood  i n  
m u rk y  w at e r,  u n z i p b a c k pa c k s ,  a n d  ope n  t ra s h  c a n  li d s .

Bu�frog
Where: B u llf rog s  ar e  f ou n d  i n  m a rs h e s ,  pon d s ,  a n d  s t re a m s  
t h rou g h ou t  Mi s s ou ri .

When: B u llf rog s  ar e  a c t i v e  f rom  m i d - Ma rc h  t h rou g h  Oc t ob e r.  In  
w i n t e r,  t h e y  b u rrow  i n t o m u d  at  t h e  b ot t om  of  a s t re a m  or pon d .  
B u llf rog s  re s t  d u ri n g  t h e  d a y  a n d  s e a rc h  f or f ood  an d  m at e s  at  n i g h t .

Menu: A h u n g r y  b u llf rog  w i ll e at  n e a rly  a n y  c ri t t e r i t  c a n  c ra m  i n s i d e  
i t s  c a v e rn ou s  m ou t h ,  i n c lu d i n g  i n s e c t s ,  c ra y f i s h ,  f i s h ,  s m a ll s n a k e s ,  
ot h e r f rog s ,  b i rd s ,  a n d  rod e n t s .

Family Facts: In  J u n e  a n d  J u ly ,  m a m a b u llf rog s  la y  a j e lly - li k e  g lob  
of  ov e r 1 0 , 0 0 0  t i n y  e g g s  t h at  f loat  on  t h e  w at e r ’ s  s u r f a c e .  In  ab ou t  
f i v e  d a y s ,  t h e  e g g s  h at c h  i n t o c h u b b y  t a d pole s .  Th e  t a d pole s  e at  
a lg a e  a n d  g row  q u i c k ly .  Ab ou t  a y e a r lat e r,  t h e y  g row  le g s  an d  t u rn  
i n t o a i r- b re at h i n g  a d u lt s .

Strange but True: W h e n  s t a r t le d ,  y ou n g  b u llf rog s  y e lp as  t h e y  
h op t o s a f e t y .  To at t ra c t  a m at e ,  a d u lt  m a le s  m a k e  c a lls  t h at  s ou n d  
li k e  lou d ,  ru m b li n g  b u rps .  Th e  lov e  b u rps  c a n  b e  h e a rd  h a lf  a m i le  
a w a y .

Brown Bat
Where: Mi s s ou ri  h a s  ov e r a d oz e n  k i n d s  of  b at s .  B i g  b row n s  ar e  
f ou n d  s t at e w i d e  i n  h ollow  t re e s ,  c h i m n e y s ,  a n d  c a v e s .

When: Man y  b at s  h i b e rn at e  d u ri n g  w i n t e r.  Ot h e rs  m i g rat e  
s ou t h  t o e s c a pe  t h e  c old .  W h e n  i n s e c t s  re t u rn  i n  s pri n g ,  s o d o 
b at s .  B at s  ar e  n oc t u rn a l ( a c t i v e  at  n i g h t ) .

Menu: B at s  e at  i n s e c t s  li k e  b e e t le s ,  f li e s ,  a n d  m ot h s .  Th e y  u s e  
t h e i r w i n g s  li k e  c at c h e r ’ s  m i t t s  t o b a g  b u g s  i n  m i d a i r.

Family Facts: In  J u n e ,  m a m a b i g  b row n  b at s  g i v e  b i r t h  t o on e  
( ra re ly  t w o)  b a b i e s .  Ne w b orn  pu ps  ar e  b li n d ,  h a i rle s s ,  a n d  h e lple s s .  
Mom s  f e e d  t h e i r pu ps  m i lk ,  a n d  t h e  li t t le  s q u e a k e rs  g row  q u i c k ly .  In  
a b ou t  a m on t h ,  pu ps  ar e  a b le  t o f ly  a n d  c at c h  b u g s  on  t h e i r ow n .

Strange but True: To n a v i g at e  at  n i g h t ,  b at s  “ s e e ”  w i t h  s ou n d .  A 
b at  e m i t s  h i g h - pi t c h e d  s q u e a k s  t h at  e c h o of f  ob j e c t s .  B y  li s t e n i n g  t o 
t h e  e c h oe s ,  a b at  f orm s  a pi c t u re  i n  i t s  b at t y  b ra i n  of  i t s  s u rrou n d i n g s .

Cri�er Profiles
Box Turtle
Where: Tw o s pe c i e s  of  b ox  t u r t le s  c ra w l a c ros s  Mi s s ou ri .  Ea s t e rn  
b ox  t u r t le s  ( s om e t i m e s  c al le d  “ t h re e - t oe d  b ox  t u r t le s ” )  li v e  i n  
f ore s t s .  Orn at e  b ox  t u r t le s  pre f e r pra i ri e s .

When: B ox  t u r t le s  ar e  a c t i v e  f rom  Apri l t h rou g h  Oc t ob e r.  In  t h e  f a ll,  
t h e y  d i g  a s h a llow  h ole  a n d  s le e p t h rou g h  t h e  w i n t e r.

Menu: In s e c t s  m a k e  u p a la rg e  pa rt  of  a b ox  t u r t le ’ s  d i e t .  Th e y  a ls o 
e a t  e a r t h w orm s ,  s n a i ls ,  b e rri e s ,  a n d  m u s h room s .

Family Facts: In  Ma y  a n d  J u n e ,  m a m a b ox  t u r t le s  d i g  a s h a llow  
n e s t  i n  loos e  s oi l an d  la y  t w o t o e i g h t  e g g s  i n s i d e .  Mom  c a re f u lly  
c ov e rs  t h e  e g g s  w i t h  s oi l,  a n d  t h e n  s h e  le a v e s .  Ab ou t  t h re e  m on t h s  
lat e r,  b a b y  t u r t le s  e m e rg e  f rom  t h e  d i r t .  W a rm e r n e s t s  u s u a lly  
prod u c e  g i rl t u r t le s .  Coole r n e s t s  u s u a lly  prod u c e  b oy s .

Strange but True: A b ox  t u r t le  h a s  a h i n g e  on  i t s  low e r s h e ll t h at  
le t s  i t  pu ll i n  i t s  h e a d  an d  le g s ,  a n d  c los e  t h e  s h e ll t i g h t .  B ox  t u r t le s  
a re  t h e  on ly  t u r t le s  i n  Mi s s ou ri  t h at  c a n  s e a l t h e m s e lv e s  u p li k e  a b ox .

Monarch
Where: Mon a rc h s  f lu t t e r a c ros s  pra i ri e s ,  pa rk s ,  a n d  w e t la n d s .  If  
y ou  f i n d  m i lk w e e d ,  a le a f y  pla n t  w i t h  s t i c k y  w h i t e  s ap ,  y ou ’ ll li k e ly  
f i n d  m on a rc h s .

When: L ook  f or m on a rc h s  f rom  Ma y  t h rou g h  Se pt e m b e r.  In  
t h e  f a ll,  t h e y  f ly  t h ou s a n d s  of  m i le s  s ou t h  t o s pe n d  w i n t e r i n  
Me x i c o.

Menu: As  c at e rpi lla rs ,  m on a rc h s  e at  n ot h i n g  b u t  m i lk w e e d .  On c e  
t h e y  t u rn  i n t o b u t t e r f li e s ,  t h e y  s i p n e c t a r f rom  a v a ri e t y  of  f low e rs .

Family Facts: Mam a m on a rc h s  la y  h u n d re d s  of  t i n y  e g g s  on  
m i lk w e e d  le a v e s .  In  ab ou t  f ou r d a y s ,  c om m a - s i z e d  c at e rpi lla rs  h at c h  
ou t .  Th e  c at e rpi lla rs  e at  a n d  e a t ,  a n d  g e t  b i g g e r a n d  b i g g e r.  In  a b ou t  
t w o w e e k s ,  t h e y  f orm  j e w e l- g re e n  c h r y s al i s e s .  Tw o w e e k s  a f t e r t h at ,  
s t ri k i n g  ora n g e - a n d - b la c k  b u t t e r f li e s  e m e rg e .

Strange but True: Mi lk w e e d  i s  poi s on ou s .  Eat i n g  i t  d oe s n ’ t  h a rm  
m on a rc h  c at e rpi lla rs ,  b u t  t h e  m ore  t h e y  m u n c h ,  t h e  m ore  t ox i c  t h e y  
t u rn .  As  b u t t e r f li e s ,  t h e y ’ re  s o poi s on ou s ,  i f  a b i rd  e at s  on e ,  t h e  b i rd  
of t e n  t h row s  u p.

Great Blue Heron
Where: G re at  b lu e  h e ron s  ar e  f ou n d  w a d i n g  t h rou g h  m a rs h e s ,  
s low  ri v e rs ,  a n d  t h e  e d g e s  of  la k e s .

When: H e ron s  a re  c om m on  f rom  s pri n g  t h rou g h  f a ll.  Mos t  f ly  
s ou t h  f or w i n t e r,  b u t  a f e w  s t a y  i n  Mi s s ou ri  i n  ar e a s  w h e re  w at e r 
re m a i n s  u n f roz e n .

Menu: Fi s h  f orm  t h e  b u lk  of  a h e ron ’ s  d i e t ,  b u t  h e ron s  w i ll e at  
n e ar ly  a n y  s m a ll a q u at i c  a n i m a l,  i n c lu d i n g  f rog s ,  c ra y f i s h ,  s m a ll 
s n a k e s ,  a n d  rod e n t s .

Family Facts: Mom  a n d  pop h e ron  b u i ld  a n e s t  n e a r ot h e r h e ron s .  
A n e s t i n g  n e i g h b orh ood ,  c a lle d  a rook e ry ,  c a n  c on t a i n  h u n d re d s  of  
n e s t s .  Ma m a h e ron s  la y  3  t o 6  e g g s ,  a n d  b ot h  pa re n t s  s i t  on  t h e  e g g s  
a n d  c a re  f or t h e  y ou n g  on c e  t h e y  h at c h  ( i t  t ak e s  ab ou t  2 7  d a y s ) .

Strange but True: W h e n  a h u n g r y  h e ron  s pi e s  a f i s h  …  Splash! It  
j a b s  i t s  s pe ar - li k e  b e a k  i n t o t h e  w at e r.  Th ou g h  c at c h i n g  d i n n e r i s  e a s y ,  
s w a llow i n g  i t  c a n  b e  a pa i n  i n  t h e  n e c k .  H e ron s  h a v e  b e e n  k n ow n  t o 
c h ok e  t o d e at h  w h e n  t h e y  g u lp f i s h  t h at  a re  t oo b i g  f or t h e i r s k i n n y  
t h roat s .

Ra��n
Where: Ra c c oon s  pre f e r w ood e d  h a b i t at s  n e a r w at e r.  Th e y  
a ls o li v e  i n  c i t i e s  an d  t ow n s .  Th e y  m a k e  d e n s  i n  h ollow  t re e s ,  
a b a n d on e d  w ood c h u c k  b u rrow s ,  a n d  u n u s e d  b u i ld i n g s .

When: Mi s s ou ri ’ s  m a s k e d  b a n d i t s  ar e  a c t i v e  a ll y e a r,  b u t  of t e n  
h ole  u p i n  d e n s  d u ri n g  c old  s pe lls .  Ra c c oon s  ar e  n oc t u rn a l ( a c t i v e  
at  n i g h t ) .

Menu: Ra c c oon s  e at  a n y t h i n g  t h e y  c a n  g e t  t h e i r a g i le  li t t le  pa w s  
on ,  i n c lu d i n g  s m a ll an i m a ls ,  i n s e c t s ,  e g g s ,  f ru i t s ,  a n d  c orn .  Th e y  
c a n  b e  a n u i s a n c e  i f  t h e y  s c at t e r t ra s h  f rom  b i n s  w h i le  look i n g  f or 
f ood .

Family Facts: Mam a ra c c oon s  g i v e  b i r t h  t o t h re e  or f ou r b a b i e s  
i n  Apri l or Ma y .  Mom  s pe n d s  t h e  s u m m e r t e a c h i n g  h e r k i t s  h ow  
t o c li m b  t re e s ,  f i n d  f ood ,  a n d  e s c a pe  f rom  pre d at ors .  B y  f a ll,  m os t  
k i t s  a re  s m a r t  e n ou g h  t o f e n d  f or t h e m s e lv e s ,  b u t  t h e y  u s u a lly  s t a y  
w i t h  m om  u n t i l s pri n g .

Strange but True: A ra c c oon ’ s  pa w  h a s  m ore  n e r v e  e n d i n g s  
t h a n  a h u m a n ’ s  h a n d .  Ra c c oon s  u s e  t h e i r s e n s i t i v e  d i g i t s  t o f e e l f or 
f ood  i n  m u rk y  w at e r,  u n z i p b a c k pa c k s ,  a n d  ope n  t ra s h  c a n  li d s .

Bu�frog
Where: B u llf rog s  ar e  f ou n d  i n  m ar s h e s ,  pon d s ,  a n d  s t re a m s  
t h rou g h ou t  Mi s s ou ri .

When: B u llf rog s  ar e  a c t i v e  f rom  m i d - Ma rc h  t h rou g h  Oc t ob e r.  In  
w i n t e r,  t h e y  b u rrow  i n t o m u d  at  t h e  b ot t om  of  a s t re a m  or pon d .  
B u llf rog s  re s t  d u ri n g  t h e  d a y  a n d  s e a rc h  f or f ood  an d  m at e s  at  
n i g h t .

Menu: A h u n g r y  b u llf rog  w i ll e at  n e a rly  a n y  c ri t t e r i t  c a n  c ra m  
i n s i d e  i t s  c a v e rn ou s  m ou t h ,  i n c lu d i n g  i n s e c t s ,  c ra y f i s h ,  f i s h ,  s m a ll 
s n a k e s ,  ot h e r f rog s ,  b i rd s ,  a n d  rod e n t s .

Family Facts: In  J u n e  a n d  J u ly ,  m a m a b u llf rog s  la y  a j e lly - li k e  
g lob  of  ov e r 1 0 , 0 0 0  t i n y  e g g s  t h at  f loat  on  t h e  w at e r ’ s  s u r f a c e .  In  
a b ou t  f i v e  d a y s ,  t h e  e g g s  h at c h  i n t o c h u b b y  t a d pole s .  Th e  t a d pole s  
e at  a lg a e  a n d  g row  q u i c k ly .  Ab ou t  a y e a r lat e r,  t h e y  g row  le g s  an d  
t u rn  i n t o a i r- b re at h i n g  a d u lt s .

Strange but True: W h e n  s t a r t le d ,  y ou n g  b u llf rog s  y e lp as  t h e y  
h op t o s a f e t y .  To at t ra c t  a m at e ,  a d u lt  m a le s  m a k e  c a lls  t h at  s ou n d  
li k e  lou d ,  ru m b li n g  b u rps .  Th e  lov e  b u rps  c a n  b e  h e a rd  h a lf  a m i le  
a w a y .

Brown Bat
Where: Mi s s ou ri  h a s  ov e r a d oz e n  k i n d s  of  b at s .  B i g  b row n s  
a re  f ou n d  s t at e w i d e  i n  h ollow  t re e s ,  c h i m n e y s ,  a n d  c a v e s .

When: Man y  b at s  h i b e rn at e  d u ri n g  w i n t e r.  Ot h e rs  m i g rat e  
s ou t h  t o e s c a pe  t h e  c old .  W h e n  i n s e c t s  re t u rn  i n  s pri n g ,  s o 
d o b at s .  B at s  ar e  n oc t u rn a l ( a c t i v e  a t  n i g h t ) .

Menu: B at s  e at  i n s e c t s  li k e  b e e t le s ,  f li e s ,  a n d  m ot h s .  Th e y  
u s e  t h e i r w i n g s  li k e  c at c h e r ’ s  m i t t s  t o b a g  b u g s  i n  m i d a i r.

Family Facts: In  J u n e ,  m a m a b i g  b row n  b at s  g i v e  b i r t h  t o on e  
( ra re ly  t w o)  b a b i e s .  Ne w b orn  pu ps  ar e  b li n d ,  h a i rle s s ,  a n d  h e lple s s .  
Mom s  f e e d  t h e i r pu ps  m i lk ,  a n d  t h e  li t t le  s q u e a k e rs  g row  q u i c k ly .  
In  a b ou t  a m on t h ,  pu ps  a re  a b le  t o f ly  a n d  c at c h  b u g s  on  t h e i r ow n .

Strange but True: To n a v i g at e  at  n i g h t ,  b at s  “ s e e ”  w i t h  
s ou n d .  A b at  e m i t s  h i g h - pi t c h e d  s q u e a k s  t h at  e c h o of f  ob j e c t s .  B y  
li s t e n i n g  t o t h e  e c h oe s ,  a b at  f orm s  a pi c t u re  i n  i t s  b at t y  b ra i n  of  
i t s  s u rrou n d i n g s .

Box Turtle
Where  Tw o s pe c i e s  of  b ox  
t u r t le s  c ra w l a c ros s  Mi s s ou ri .  
Ea s t e rn  b ox  t u r t le s  ( s om e t i m e s  
c a lle d  “ t h re e - t oe d  b ox  t u r t le s ” )  
li v e  i n  f ore s t s .  Orn at e  b ox  
t u r t le s  pre f e r pra i ri e s .

When  B ox  t u r t le s  ar e  a c t i v e  
f rom  Apri l t h rou g h  Oc t ob e r.  In  
t h e  f a ll,  t h e y  d i g  a s h a llow  h ole  
a n d  s le e p t h rou g h  t h e  w i n t e r.

Menu  In s e c t s  m a k e  u p a lar g e  
pa rt  of  a b ox  t u r t le ’ s  d i e t .  Th e y  
a ls o e at  e a r t h w orm s ,  s n a i ls ,  
b e rri e s ,  a n d  m u s h room s .

Cri�er 
Profiles

Family Facts   
In  Ma y  a n d  J u n e ,  m a m a 
b ox  t u r t le s  d i g  a s h a llow  
n e s t  i n  loos e  s oi l an d  la y  t w o 
t o e i g h t  e g g s  i n s i d e .  Mom  
c a re f u lly  c ov e rs  t h e  e g g s  w i t h  
s oi l,  an d  t h e n  s h e  le a v e s .  Ab ou t  
t h re e  m on t h s  lat e r,  b a b y  t u r t le s  
e m e rg e  f rom  t h e  d i r t .  W a rm e r 
n e s t s  u s u a lly  prod u c e  g i rl 
t u r t le s .  Coole r n e s t s  
u s u a lly  prod u c e  b oy s .

A b ox  t u r t le  h a s  a h i n g e  on  i t s  low e r s h e ll 
t h at  le t s  i t  pu ll i n  i t s  h e a d  an d  le g s ,  a n d  

c los e  t h e  s h e ll t i g h t .  B ox  t u r t le s  ar e  
t h e  on ly  t u r t le s  i n  Mi s s ou ri  t h at  c a n  s e a l 

t h e m s e lv e s  u p li k e  a b ox .

Monarch
Where  Mon a rc h s  f lu t t e r 

a c ros s  pra i ri e s ,  pa rk s ,  a n d  
w e t la n d s .  If  y ou  f i n d  m i lk w e e d ,  

a le a f y  pla n t  w i t h  s t i c k y  w h i t e  
s a p,  y ou ’ ll li k e ly  f i n d  m on a rc h s .

When  L ook  f or m on ar c h s  f rom  
Ma y  t h rou g h  Se pt e m b e r.  In  t h e  

f a ll,  t h e y  f ly  t h ou s an d s  of  m i le s  
s ou t h  t o s pe n d  w i n t e r i n  Me x i c o.

Menu  As  c at e rpi lla rs ,  m on a rc h s  e at  
n ot h i n g  b u t  m i lk w e e d .  On c e  t h e y  

t u rn  i n t o b u t t e r f li e s ,  t h e y  s i p 
n e c t a r f rom  a v a ri e t y  of  f low e rs .

Family Facts   
Ma m a m on a rc h s  la y  
h u n d re d s  of  t i n y  e g g s  
on  m i lk w e e d  le a v e s .  In  
a b ou t  f ou r d a y s ,  c om m a -
s i z e d  c at e rpi lla rs  h at c h  
ou t .  Th e  c a t e rpi lla rs  e at  
a n d  e at ,  an d  g e t  b i g g e r 
a n d  b i g g e r.  In  ab ou t  t w o 
w e e k s ,  t h e y  f orm  j e w e l-
g re e n  c h r y s a li s e s .  Tw o 
w e e k s  a f t e r t h at ,  s t ri k i n g  
ora n g e - a n d - b la c k  
b u t t e r f li e s  e m e rg e .

Mi lk w e e d  i s  poi s on ou s .  Eat i n g  i t  d oe s n ’ t  
h a rm  m on a rc h  c at e rpi lla rs ,  b u t  t h e  m ore  

t h e y  m u n c h ,  t h e  m ore  t ox i c  t h e y  t u rn .  As  
b u t t e r f li e s ,  t h e y ’ re  s o poi s on ou s ,  i f  a b i rd  

e at s  on e ,  t h e  b i rd  of t e n  t h row s  u p.

Great 
Blue Heron

Where  G re at  b lu e  
h e ron s  a re  f ou n d  w a d i n g  

t h rou g h  m a rs h e s ,  s low  
ri v e rs ,  a n d  t h e  e d g e s  of  la k e s .

When  H e ron s  ar e  c om m on  f rom  
s pri n g  t h rou g h  f al l.  Mos t  f ly  s ou t h  

f or w i n t e r,  b u t  a f e w  s t a y  i n  Mi s s ou ri  
i n  ar e a s  w h e re  w at e r re m a i n s  u n f roz e n .

Menu  Fi s h  f orm  t h e  b u lk  of  a h e ron ’ s  
d i e t ,  b u t  h e ron s  w i ll e at  n e ar ly  a n y  

s m a ll a q u at i c  a n i m a l,  i n c lu d i n g  
f rog s ,  c ra y f i s h ,  s m a ll s n a k e s ,  

a n d  rod e n t s .

Family 
Facts   
Mom  a n d  pop h e ron  
b u i ld  a n e s t  n e a r ot h e r 
h e ron s .  A n e s t i n g  
n e i g h b orh ood ,  c al le d  
a rook e ry ,  c a n  c on t a i n  
h u n d re d s  of  n e s t s .  
Ma m a h e ron s  la y  3  t o 6  
e g g s ,  a n d  b ot h  pa re n t s  
s i t  on  t h e  e g g s  an d  c a re  
f or t h e  y ou n g  on c e  t h e y  
h at c h  ( i t  t a k e s  ab ou t   
2 7  d a y s ) .

W h e n  a h u n g r y  h e ron  s pi e s  a f i s h  …  Splash!
It  j a b s  i t s  s pe a r- li k e  b e a k  i n t o t h e  w at e r.  

Th ou g h  c at c h i n g  d i n n e r i s  e a s y ,  s w a llow i n g  
i t  c a n  b e  a pa i n  i n  t h e  n e c k .  H e ron s  h a v e  b e e n  

k n ow n  t o c h ok e  t o d e at h  w h e n  t h e y  g u lp f i s h  
t h at  ar e  t oo b i g  f or t h e i r s k i n n y  t h roat s .
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Mu lt i ple  pa g e s  t h a t  i n c lu d e  
Su rv i v a l Ca rd s ,  Ac t i on  Ca rd s ,  
a g a m e  b oa rd ,  a n d  s i x  c ri t t e r 
c h a ra c t e r g a m e  pi e c e s .

Cri�er Profiles
Box Turtle
Where: Tw o s pe c i e s  of  b ox  t u r t le s  c ra w l a c ros s  Mi s s ou ri .  Ea s t e rn  
b ox  t u r t le s  ( s om e t i m e s  c al le d  “ t h re e - t oe d  b ox  t u r t le s ” )  li v e  i n  
f ore s t s .  Orn at e  b ox  t u r t le s  pre f e r pra i ri e s .

When: B ox  t u r t le s  ar e  a c t i v e  f rom  Apri l t h rou g h  Oc t ob e r.  In  t h e  f a ll,  
t h e y  d i g  a s h a llow  h ole  a n d  s le e p t h rou g h  t h e  w i n t e r.

Menu: In s e c t s  m a k e  u p a la rg e  pa rt  of  a b ox  t u r t le ’ s  d i e t .  Th e y  a ls o 
e at  e a r t h w orm s ,  s n a i ls ,  b e rri e s ,  a n d  m u s h room s .

Family Facts: In  Ma y  a n d  J u n e ,  m a m a b ox  t u r t le s  d i g  a s h a llow  
n e s t  i n  loos e  s oi l an d  la y  t w o t o e i g h t  e g g s  i n s i d e .  Mom  c a re f u lly  
c ov e rs  t h e  e g g s  w i t h  s oi l,  a n d  t h e n  s h e  le a v e s .  Ab ou t  t h re e  m on t h s  
lat e r,  b a b y  t u r t le s  e m e rg e  f rom  t h e  d i r t .  W a rm e r n e s t s  u s u a lly  
prod u c e  g i rl t u r t le s .  Coole r n e s t s  u s u a lly  prod u c e  b oy s .

Strange but True: A b ox  t u r t le  h a s  a h i n g e  on  i t s  low e r s h e ll t h at  
le t s  i t  pu ll i n  i t s  h e a d  an d  le g s ,  a n d  c los e  t h e  s h e ll t i g h t .  B ox  t u r t le s  
a re  t h e  on ly  t u r t le s  i n  Mi s s ou ri  t h at  c a n  s e a l t h e m s e lv e s  u p li k e  a b ox .

Monarch
Where: Mon a rc h s  f lu t t e r a c ros s  pra i ri e s ,  pa rk s ,  a n d  w e t la n d s .  If  
y ou  f i n d  m i lk w e e d ,  a le a f y  pla n t  w i t h  s t i c k y  w h i t e  s ap ,  y ou ’ ll li k e ly  
f i n d  m on a rc h s .

When: L ook  f or m on a rc h s  f rom  Ma y  t h rou g h  Se pt e m b e r.  In  
t h e  f a ll,  t h e y  f ly  t h ou s a n d s  of  m i le s  s ou t h  t o s pe n d  w i n t e r i n  
Me x i c o.

Menu: As  c at e rpi lla rs ,  m on a rc h s  e at  n ot h i n g  b u t  m i lk w e e d .  On c e  
t h e y  t u rn  i n t o b u t t e r f li e s ,  t h e y  s i p n e c t a r f rom  a v a ri e t y  of  f low e rs .

Family Facts: Mam a m on a rc h s  la y  h u n d re d s  of  t i n y  e g g s  on  
m i lk w e e d  le a v e s .  In  ab ou t  f ou r d a y s ,  c om m a - s i z e d  c at e rpi lla rs  h at c h  
ou t .  Th e  c at e rpi lla rs  e at  a n d  e at ,  a n d  g e t  b i g g e r a n d  b i g g e r.  In  ab ou t  
t w o w e e k s ,  t h e y  f orm  j e w e l- g re e n  c h r y s al i s e s .  Tw o w e e k s  a f t e r t h at ,  
s t ri k i n g  ora n g e - a n d - b la c k  b u t t e r f li e s  e m e rg e .

Strange but True: Mi lk w e e d  i s  poi s on ou s .  Eat i n g  i t  d oe s n ’ t  h a rm  
m on a rc h  c at e rpi lla rs ,  b u t  t h e  m ore  t h e y  m u n c h ,  t h e  m ore  t ox i c  t h e y  
t u rn .  As  b u t t e r f li e s ,  t h e y ’ re  s o poi s on ou s ,  i f  a b i rd  e at s  on e ,  t h e  b i rd  
of t e n  t h row s  u p.

Great Blue Heron
Where: G re at  b lu e  h e ron s  ar e  f ou n d  w a d i n g  t h rou g h  m a rs h e s ,  
s low  ri v e rs ,  a n d  t h e  e d g e s  of  la k e s .

When: H e ron s  a re  c om m on  f rom  s pri n g  t h rou g h  f a ll.  Mos t  f ly  
s ou t h  f or w i n t e r,  b u t  a f e w  s t a y  i n  Mi s s ou ri  i n  ar e a s  w h e re  w at e r 
re m a i n s  u n f roz e n .

Menu: Fi s h  f orm  t h e  b u lk  of  a h e ron ’ s  d i e t ,  b u t  h e ron s  w i ll e at  
n e ar ly  a n y  s m a ll a q u a t i c  a n i m a l,  i n c lu d i n g  f rog s ,  c ra y f i s h ,  s m a ll 
s n a k e s ,  a n d  rod e n t s .

Family Facts: Mom  a n d  pop h e ron  b u i ld  a n e s t  n e a r ot h e r h e ron s .  
A n e s t i n g  n e i g h b orh ood ,  c a lle d  a rook e ry ,  c a n  c on t a i n  h u n d re d s  of  
n e s t s .  Ma m a h e ron s  la y  3  t o 6  e g g s ,  a n d  b ot h  pa re n t s  s i t  on  t h e  e g g s  
a n d  c a re  f or t h e  y ou n g  on c e  t h e y  h at c h  ( i t  t ak e s  ab ou t  2 7  d a y s ) .

Strange but True: W h e n  a h u n g r y  h e ron  s pi e s  a f i s h  …  Splash! It  
j a b s  i t s  s pe ar - li k e  b e a k  i n t o t h e  w at e r.  Th ou g h  c at c h i n g  d i n n e r i s  e a s y ,  
s w a llow i n g  i t  c a n  b e  a pa i n  i n  t h e  n e c k .  H e ron s  h a v e  b e e n  k n ow n  t o 
c h ok e  t o d e at h  w h e n  t h e y  g u lp f i s h  t h at  a re  t oo b i g  f or t h e i r s k i n n y  
t h roat s .

Ra��n
Where: Ra c c oon s  pre f e r w ood e d  h a b i t a t s  n e a r w at e r.  Th e y  
a ls o li v e  i n  c i t i e s  an d  t ow n s .  Th e y  m a k e  d e n s  i n  h ollow  t re e s ,  
a b a n d on e d  w ood c h u c k  b u rrow s ,  a n d  u n u s e d  b u i ld i n g s .

When: Mi s s ou ri ’ s  m a s k e d  b a n d i t s  ar e  a c t i v e  a ll y e a r,  b u t  of t e n  
h ole  u p i n  d e n s  d u ri n g  c old  s pe lls .  Ra c c oon s  ar e  n oc t u rn a l ( a c t i v e  
at  n i g h t ) .

Menu: Ra c c oon s  e at  a n y t h i n g  t h e y  c a n  g e t  t h e i r a g i le  li t t le  pa w s  
on ,  i n c lu d i n g  s m a ll an i m a ls ,  i n s e c t s ,  e g g s ,  f ru i t s ,  a n d  c orn .  Th e y  
c a n  b e  a n u i s a n c e  i f  t h e y  s c at t e r t ra s h  f rom  b i n s  w h i le  look i n g  f or 
f ood .

Family Facts: Mam a ra c c oon s  g i v e  b i r t h  t o t h re e  or f ou r b a b i e s  
i n  Apri l or Ma y .  Mom  s pe n d s  t h e  s u m m e r t e a c h i n g  h e r k i t s  h ow  
t o c li m b  t re e s ,  f i n d  f ood ,  a n d  e s c a pe  f rom  pre d at ors .  B y  f a ll,  m os t  
k i t s  a re  s m a r t  e n ou g h  t o f e n d  f or t h e m s e lv e s ,  b u t  t h e y  u s u a lly  s t a y  
w i t h  m om  u n t i l s pri n g .

Strange but True: A ra c c oon ’ s  pa w  h a s  m ore  n e r v e  e n d i n g s  
t h a n  a  h u m a n ’ s  h a n d .  Ra c c oon s  u s e  t h e i r s e n s i t i v e  d i g i t s  t o f e e l f or 
f ood  i n  m u rk y  w at e r,  u n z i p b a c k pa c k s ,  a n d  ope n  t ra s h  c a n  li d s .

Bu�frog
Where: B u llf rog s  ar e  f ou n d  i n  m ar s h e s ,  pon d s ,  a n d  s t re a m s  
t h rou g h ou t  Mi s s ou ri .

When: B u llf rog s  ar e  a c t i v e  f rom  m i d - Ma rc h  t h rou g h  Oc t ob e r.  In  
w i n t e r,  t h e y  b u rrow  i n t o m u d  at  t h e  b ot t om  of  a s t re am  or pon d .  
B u llf rog s  re s t  d u ri n g  t h e  d a y  a n d  s e a rc h  f or f ood  an d  m at e s  at  
n i g h t .

Menu: A h u n g r y  b u llf rog  w i ll e at  n e a rly  a n y  c ri t t e r i t  c a n  c ra m  
i n s i d e  i t s  c a v e rn ou s  m ou t h ,  i n c lu d i n g  i n s e c t s ,  c ra y f i s h ,  f i s h ,  s m a ll 
s n a k e s ,  ot h e r f rog s ,  b i rd s ,  a n d  rod e n t s .

Family Facts: In  J u n e  a n d  J u ly ,  m a m a b u llf rog s  la y  a j e lly - li k e  
g lob  of  ov e r 1 0 , 0 0 0  t i n y  e g g s  t h at  f loat  on  t h e  w at e r ’ s  s u r f a c e .  In  
a b ou t  f i v e  d a y s ,  t h e  e g g s  h at c h  i n t o c h u b b y  t a d pole s .  Th e  t a d pole s  
e at  a lg a e  a n d  g row  q u i c k ly .  Ab ou t  a y e a r lat e r,  t h e y  g row  le g s  a n d  
t u rn  i n t o a i r- b re at h i n g  a d u lt s .

Strange but True: W h e n  s t a r t le d ,  y ou n g  b u llf rog s  y e lp as  t h e y  
h op t o s a f e t y .  To at t ra c t  a m at e ,  a d u lt  m a le s  m a k e  c a lls  t h at  s ou n d  
li k e  lou d ,  ru m b li n g  b u rps .  Th e  lov e  b u rps  c a n  b e  h e a rd  h a lf  a m i le  
a w a y .

Brown Bat
Where: Mi s s ou ri  h a s  ov e r a d oz e n  k i n d s  of  b at s .  B i g  b row n s  
a re  f ou n d  s t at e w i d e  i n  h ollow  t re e s ,  c h i m n e y s ,  a n d  c a v e s .

When: Man y  b at s  h i b e rn at e  d u ri n g  w i n t e r.  Ot h e rs  m i g rat e  
s ou t h  t o e s c a pe  t h e  c old .  W h e n  i n s e c t s  re t u rn  i n  s pri n g ,  s o 
d o b at s .  B at s  ar e  n oc t u rn a l ( a c t i v e  a t  n i g h t ) .

Menu: B at s  e at  i n s e c t s  li k e  b e e t le s ,  f li e s ,  a n d  m ot h s .  Th e y  
u s e  t h e i r w i n g s  li k e  c at c h e r ’ s  m i t t s  t o b a g  b u g s  i n  m i d a i r.

Family Facts: In  J u n e ,  m a m a b i g  b row n  b at s  g i v e  b i r t h  t o on e  
( ra re ly  t w o)  b a b i e s .  Ne w b orn  pu ps  ar e  b li n d ,  h a i rle s s ,  a n d  h e lple s s .  
Mom s  f e e d  t h e i r pu ps  m i lk ,  a n d  t h e  li t t le  s q u e a k e rs  g row  q u i c k ly .  
In  a b ou t  a m on t h ,  pu ps  a re  a b le  t o f ly  a n d  c at c h  b u g s  on  t h e i r ow n .

Strange but True: To n a v i g at e  at  n i g h t ,  b at s  “ s e e ”  w i t h  
s ou n d .  A b at  e m i t s  h i g h - pi t c h e d  s q u e a k s  t h at  e c h o of f  ob j e c t s .  B y  
li s t e n i n g  t o t h e  e c h oe s ,  a b at  f orm s  a pi c t u re  i n  i t s  b at t y  b ra i n  of  
i t s  s u rrou n d i n g s .

Box Turtle
Where  Tw o s pe c i e s  of  b ox  
t u r t le s  c ra w l a c ros s  Mi s s ou ri .  
Ea s t e rn  b ox  t u r t le s  ( s om e t i m e s  
c a lle d  “ t h re e - t oe d  b ox  t u r t le s ” )  
li v e  i n  f ore s t s .  Orn at e  b ox  
t u r t le s  pre f e r pra i ri e s .

When  B ox  t u r t le s  ar e  a c t i v e  
f rom  Apri l t h rou g h  Oc t ob e r.  In  
t h e  f a ll,  t h e y  d i g  a s h a llow  h ole  
a n d  s le e p t h rou g h  t h e  w i n t e r.

Menu  In s e c t s  m a k e  u p a lar g e  
pa rt  of  a b ox  t u r t le ’ s  d i e t .  Th e y  
a ls o e at  e a r t h w orm s ,  s n a i ls ,  
b e rri e s ,  a n d  m u s h room s .

Cri�er 
Profiles

Family Facts   
In  Ma y  a n d  J u n e ,  m a m a 
b ox  t u r t le s  d i g  a s h a llow  
n e s t  i n  loos e  s oi l an d  la y  t w o 
t o e i g h t  e g g s  i n s i d e .  Mom  
c a re f u lly  c ov e rs  t h e  e g g s  w i t h  
s oi l,  an d  t h e n  s h e  le a v e s .  Ab ou t  
t h re e  m on t h s  lat e r,  b a b y  t u r t le s  
e m e rg e  f rom  t h e  d i r t .  W a rm e r 
n e s t s  u s u a lly  prod u c e  g i rl 
t u r t le s .  Coole r n e s t s  
u s u a lly  prod u c e  b oy s .

A b ox  t u r t le  h a s  a h i n g e  on  i t s  low e r s h e ll 
t h at  le t s  i t  pu ll i n  i t s  h e a d  an d  le g s ,  a n d  

c los e  t h e  s h e ll t i g h t .  B ox  t u r t le s  ar e  
t h e  on ly  t u r t le s  i n  Mi s s ou ri  t h at  c a n  s e a l 

t h e m s e lv e s  u p li k e  a b ox .

Monarch
Where  Mon a rc h s  f lu t t e r 

a c ros s  pra i ri e s ,  pa rk s ,  a n d  
w e t la n d s .  If  y ou  f i n d  m i lk w e e d ,  

a le a f y  pla n t  w i t h  s t i c k y  w h i t e  
s a p,  y ou ’ ll li k e ly  f i n d  m on a rc h s .

When  L ook  f or m on ar c h s  f rom  
Ma y  t h rou g h  Se pt e m b e r.  In  t h e  

f a ll,  t h e y  f ly  t h ou s an d s  of  m i le s  
s ou t h  t o s pe n d  w i n t e r i n  Me x i c o.

Menu  As  c at e rpi lla rs ,  m on a rc h s  e at  
n ot h i n g  b u t  m i lk w e e d .  On c e  t h e y  

t u rn  i n t o b u t t e r f li e s ,  t h e y  s i p 
n e c t a r f rom  a v a ri e t y  of  f low e rs .

Family Facts   
Ma m a m on a rc h s  la y  
h u n d re d s  of  t i n y  e g g s  
on  m i lk w e e d  le a v e s .  In  
a b ou t  f ou r d a y s ,  c om m a -
s i z e d  c at e rpi lla rs  h at c h  
ou t .  Th e  c at e rpi lla rs  e at  
a n d  e at ,  an d  g e t  b i g g e r 
a n d  b i g g e r.  In  ab ou t  t w o 
w e e k s ,  t h e y  f orm  j e w e l-
g re e n  c h r y s a li s e s .  Tw o 
w e e k s  a f t e r t h at ,  s t ri k i n g  
ora n g e - a n d - b la c k  
b u t t e r f li e s  e m e rg e .

Mi lk w e e d  i s  poi s on ou s .  Eat i n g  i t  d oe s n ’ t  
h a rm  m on a rc h  c at e rpi lla rs ,  b u t  t h e  m ore  

t h e y  m u n c h ,  t h e  m ore  t ox i c  t h e y  t u rn .  As  
b u t t e r f li e s ,  t h e y ’ re  s o poi s on ou s ,  i f  a b i rd  

e at s  on e ,  t h e  b i rd  of t e n  t h row s  u p.

Great 
Blue Heron

Where  G re at  b lu e  
h e ron s  ar e  f ou n d  w a d i n g  

t h rou g h  m a rs h e s ,  s low  
ri v e rs ,  a n d  t h e  e d g e s  of  la k e s .

When  H e ron s  ar e  c om m on  f rom  
s pri n g  t h rou g h  f al l.  Mos t  f ly  s ou t h  

f or w i n t e r,  b u t  a f e w  s t a y  i n  Mi s s ou ri  
i n  ar e a s  w h e re  w at e r re m a i n s  u n f roz e n .

Menu  Fi s h  f orm  t h e  b u lk  of  a h e ron ’ s  
d i e t ,  b u t  h e ron s  w i ll e at  n e ar ly  a n y  

s m a ll a q u at i c  a n i m a l,  i n c lu d i n g  
f rog s ,  c ra y f i s h ,  s m a ll s n a k e s ,  

a n d  rod e n t s .

Family 
Facts   
Mom  a n d  pop h e ron  
b u i ld  a n e s t  n e a r ot h e r 
h e ron s .  A n e s t i n g  
n e i g h b orh ood ,  c al le d  
a rook e ry ,  c a n  c on t a i n  
h u n d re d s  of  n e s t s .  
Ma m a h e ron s  la y  3  t o 6  
e g g s ,  a n d  b ot h  pa re n t s  
s i t  on  t h e  e g g s  an d  c a re  
f or t h e  y ou n g  on c e  t h e y  
h at c h  ( i t  t a k e s  ab ou t   
2 7  d a y s ) .

W h e n  a h u n g r y  h e ron  s pi e s  a f i s h  …  Splash!
It  j a b s  i t s  s pe a r- li k e  b e a k  i n t o t h e  w at e r.  

Th ou g h  c at c h i n g  d i n n e r i s  e a s y ,  s w a llow i n g  
i t  c a n  b e  a pa i n  i n  t h e  n e c k .  H e ron s  h a v e  b e e n  

k n ow n  t o c h ok e  t o d e at h  w h e n  t h e y  g u lp f i s h  
t h at  ar e  t oo b i g  f or t h e i r s k i n n y  t h roat s .
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Food
Showy goldenrod

Food
EarthwormFoodFood

Food
Purple coneflower Food

Prairie blazing star

Food
Blackbe�ies Food

Morels

Food
Gr�n sunfish

Food
Persi�ons

Food
Catfish

Food
Northern watersnakeFood

Food
Robin e�s

Food

Food
Pi�a

Survival Cards
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Food
Dragonfly

Food
Straight-lined tiger mothFood

Food
Crayfish

FoodFood
Water strider

Food
Mosquito

Food
May b�tle

Water Water Water

Water Water
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Water
Survival Cards
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L IF E IS  G O O D ! M A TIN G  S EA S O N C O N G R A TS !  Y O U ’ R E A  P A R EN T!

R e s o u r c e s  a r e  a b u n d a n t  a n d  
e v e r y t h i n g  i s  g o i n g  y o u r  w a y .  

Draw 1 extra card (face up or
face down) from any habitat.

Look through 1 face-down pile in
any habitat for your mate card 

and keep it if you find it.

R a c c o o n s ,  h e r o n s ,  a n d  b a t s  n e e d  e x t r a  
r e s o u r c e s  t o  c a r e  f o r  t h e i r  b a b i e s .

All three critters each pick 1 face-down
pile in any habitat to look through. 

Each may keep 1 food or water card if
they find it. If you’re not one of these 
critters, discard. Your turn has ended.

C O N G R A TS !  Y O U ’ R E A  P A R EN T! F IG H T O R  F L IG H T S TR A N G ER  D A N G ER

M o n a r c h s ,  t u r t l e s ,  a n d  f r o g s
l a y  e g g s  a n d  l e a v e  t h e m  t o  

h a t c h  o n  t h e i r  o w n .

All three critters move to any habitat. 
If you’re not one of these critters, 

discard. Your turn has ended.

Y o u ’ v e  b e e n  c o r n e r e d  b y  a  p r e d a t o r !

1–3: Lose your next roll while
you struggle to escape.

4–6: Flee 8 spaces.

A  h u m a n  a p p r o a c h e s !

1–3: Freeze so they won’t see
you. Lose your next roll.

4–6: Flee 8 spaces.

P A IN  IN  TH E F O O D  C H A IN N ES T F ES T D ES P ER A TE F O R  A  D R IN K

1–2: If you have a food card, 
give it to another player.

3–4: Collect 1 face-up food 
card from any habitat.

5–6: Look through 1 face-down
pile in any habitat for a food 

card and keep it if you find it.

1–2: If you have a nest card, 
give it to another player.

3–4: Collect 1 face-up nest 
card from any habitat.

5–6: Look through 1 face-down
pile in any habitat for a nest 

card and keep it if you find it.

N o n - n a t i v e  p l a n t s  h a v e  c h o k e d  
o f f  y o u r  w a t e r  s o u r c e .  U n t i l  t h e  

C o n s e r v a t i o n  D e p a r t m e n t  c l e a n s  
i t  u p ,  y o u ’ l l  g o  t h i r s t y .

Discard 1 water card (if you have one)
in your current habitat.

20   «  Xplor

N o n - n a t i v e  p l a n t s  h a v e  c h o k e d  

L IF E IS  G O O D !

Water

M A TIN G  S EA S O N

Water

C O N G R A TS !  Y O U ’ R E A  P A R EN T!

Water

Survival Cards
Action Cards

Roll 1
dice.

Roll 1
dice.

Roll 1
dice.

Roll 1
dice.
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A  B L IZ Z A R D  B L O W S  IN ! M IG R A TIO N  S EA S O N H IB ER N A TIO N  S EA S O N

C r i t t e r s  m u s t  t a k e  s h e l t e r  a n d  
b u r n  e x t r a  e n e r g y  t o  s u r v i v e .

Ev e r y  player must discard 1 food 
card (if they have one) face up in

their home habitat.

Th e  m o n a r c h  a n d  h e r o n
m u s t  f l y  s o u t h .

Both lose their next roll.
If you’re not one of these critters, 

discard. Your turn has ended.

Th e  b a t ,  t u r t l e ,  a n d  f r o g
a r e  s o u n d  a s l e e p .

All three critters lose their next roll.
If you’re not one of these critters, 

discard. Your turn has ended.

W IL D F IR E! H O N K !  B EEP !  H O N K ! N IG H T F A L L S

A n  o u t - o f - c o n t r o l  b l a z e  
f o r c e s  y o u  t o  f l e e .

Go directly to your home habitat.

C l o s e  c a l l !  Y o u  n e a r l y  b e c a m e  
r o a d k i l l  c r o s s i n g  a  h i g h w a y .

Lose your next roll
to catch your breath.

R a c c o o n s ,  f r o g s ,  a n d  b a t s  a r e  
a c t i v e  a t  n i g h t  ( n o c t u r n a l ) .

All three critters move 5 additional 
spaces. If you’re not one of these 

critters, discard. Your turn has ended.

D A Y  B R EA K S S TR O N G  W IN D S ! S P R IN G  F L O O D !

M o n a r c h s ,  t u r t l e s ,  a n d  h e r o n s  a r e  
a c t i v e  d u r i n g  t h e  d a y  ( d i u r n a l ) .

All three critters move 5 additional 
spaces. If you’re not one of these 

critters, discard. Your turn has ended.

A l l  f l y i n g  c r i t t e r s  a r e  a f f e c t e d .

The b a t , m o n a r c h , and h e r o n
must immediately fly 5 spaces.

A l l  s w i m m i n g  c r i t t e r s  a r e  a f f e c t e d .

The f r o g , r a c c o o n , and t u r t l e
must immediately swim 5 spaces.

R EL O C A TED  B Y  R ES EA R C H N A TU R E’ S  N O T F A IR ! N A TU R E’ S  N O T F A IR !

Y o u ’ v e  b e e n  c a p t u r e d ,  t a g g e d ,  
a n d  r e l e a s e d  b y  a  b i o l o g i s t  f o r  

a  s c i e n t i f i c  s t u d y .

Move 6 additional spaces.
Everyone must pass all of their cards 

to the player on their left.
Trade all of your cards 

with a player of your choice.

M o n a r c h s t u r t l e s ,  a n d  h e r o n s

Action Cards
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N A TU R E’ S  N O T F A IR ! N A TU R E’ S  N O T F A IR ! N O P E!

Without looking, take 1 card from 
another player’s hand.

Pick another player. Show each other
your cards. You each must take 1 card 

from the other player.

Block any action card immediately,
including one you just drew. You may

even NOPE! a NOPE! card.

This card may be played at ANY time, 
not just during your turn.

N O P E! N O P E! N O P E!

Block any action card immediately,
including one you just drew. You may

even NOPE! a NOPE! card.

This card may be played at ANY time, 
not just during your turn.

Block any action card immediately,
including one you just drew. You may

even NOPE! a NOPE! card.

This card may be played at ANY time, 
not just during your turn.

Block any action card immediately,
including one you just drew. You may

even NOPE! a NOPE! card.

This card may be played at ANY time, 
not just during your turn.

Z O O M  TO  TH E B L O O M S W A N D ER  TO  TH E W O O D S P A R K  IT,  B U D D Y !

Go directly to the Prairie habitat. Go directly to the Forest habitat. Go directly to the City Park habitat.

TR O M P  TO  TH E S W A M P C A R EEN  TO  TH E S TR EA M EM B A R K  TO  TH E D A R K

Go directly to the Wetland habitat. Go directly to the Stream habitat. Go directly to the Cave habitat.

Action Cards
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Game Pieces
To  p r e p a r e  a  s e t  o f  g a m e  p i e c e s :

X Ca re f u lly  c u t  ou t  e a c h  of  t h e  s i x  c ri t t e r c i rc le s .
X Us e  a s m a ll pi e c e  of  t a pe  t o c re a t e  a s t i c k y  loop.  

At t a c h  i t  t o a pe n n y ,  t h e n  a t t a c h  t h e  c ri t t e r c u t ou t .  
X Re pe a t  f or e a c h  of  t h e  c ri t t e r c u t ou t s .

Coming S�n …
W e ’ re  a lre a d y  h a rd  a t  w ork  on  t h e  J a n u a r y / Fe b ru a r y  
2 0 2 5  i s s u e  of  X plo r .  W h e n  i t  d rops  i n  m a i lb ox e s  
s oon  a f t e r Ne w  Y e a r ’ s ,  y ou ’ ll f i n d  a ll ou r re g u la r 
d e pa rt m e n t s  a n d  f u n  f e a t u re s ,  i n c lu d i n g :

X A pe e k  i n t o t h e  li f e  of  a s le e py  g rou n d h og .
X A w i n t e r t re a s u re  m a p ( h ow  m a n y  

“ j e w e ls ”  of  n a t u re  c a n  y ou  f i n d ? ) .
X A pu z z le  w h e re  on ly  t h e  s h a rpe s t  e y e s  w i ll b e  

a b le  t o f i n d  a ll t h e  h i d d e n  c ri t t e rs .
X An d  a g u i d e  t o c a t c h i n g  a g li m ps e  of  Am e ri c a ’ s  

n a t i on a l s y m b ol,  t h e  b a ld  e a g le .

Coming S�n …Coming Soon...Coming Soon...Coming Soon...Coming Soon...Coming Soon...Coming Soon...Coming Soon...Coming Soon...Coming Soon...Coming S�n …Coming Soon...Coming S�n …Coming Soon...Coming S�n …Coming Soon...Coming S�n …Coming S�n …Coming Soon...Coming S�n …Coming Soon...Coming S�n …Coming Soon...Coming S�n …Coming S�n …Coming Soon...Coming S�n …Coming Soon...Coming S�n …Coming Soon...Coming S�n …
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Spare Pieces B e low  a re  t w o s e t s  of  s pa re  c ri t t e r pi e c e s  ( i n  c a s e  y ou  los e  s om e ) .



Ma y  y ou r m i t t e n s  s t a y  d r y ,  y ou r t oe s  s t a y  t oa s t y ,  a n d  y ou r h i k i n g  
t ra i ls  le a d  y ou  t o t h e  m os t  b re a t h t a k i n g  v i e w s .  To f i n d  a n e a rb y  
t ra i l t o h i k e ,  v i s i t  m d c . m o . g o v / a t l a s .  Se e  y ou  i n  2 0 2 5 .Happy 

Holidays!

To subscribe, cancel your subscription, 
or update your address, visit

mdc.mo.gov/xplor.
FREE TO MISSOURI H OUSEH OL DS
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